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was the nnly bidder.
Nel L Pri, UHS Pruts maor
ity stockholder, has_political ties

Miller said. “That would be very im-
proper.”

Most of UHS-Pruitt’s regulatory
troubles in Georgia date between 1991
and 1991, according to state reeurdn,
‘when the state sanctioned nine of
company’ mnumum orM)par-
cent, for lubmﬂnd care. During the
same time ‘state sanctioned
xmnfeveryﬂvenunln.bomﬂlﬂ

Ellht of Pruitt’s facilities were

sankton -hnnohmnuna facili-
ty permanently. Most of the vmhlem
related to poor staffing and training of

Mhﬁl working at the
homes.

Corp. was hired to manage the War Veterans Home even
amongduhxgimmduSwdwst.'l‘heﬁrmalwhashad gul:

Company has a checkered past
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Problems in all those facilities were Charles Allen, a patient at the War Veterans Home,

lubuqmﬂy corrected and the facili-
reupemd, but as murly as 1995
and 1996 stat

‘homes that the company now operates
oyt A regulatory
m:hum
In July 1995, regulators proposed
fining the company’s Athens nursing
msmndwhrhﬂlwmfadmn
dents enough food and allowing them to
sit too long in urine and excrement,
whlch led some patients to develop bed

** it thecompany's orth Macon facik-
ity, a resident died earlier this year
when he escaped_supervision, wan-
dered onto a busy road and wias killed.
Thesat onlypropoes s when
the violations could rest In actual
ot oo st jeopardy,”
according to state and federal guide-

the facility's future under

is worried
the new mmvvm(.“ldommlnkltsm
to be as good,” said Allen, a veteran of World W:
ﬁnuonnlemluulnunnninu .

lines. The company has never paid any
fines because it has fixed the problems

on time.

“They've been OK,” said Martin
Rotter, director of the Department of
Human Resources's (DHR) office of
regulatory services. “They have had
some problems in the past at some fa-
cilities, but they've fixed them.

But Cindy Wade, a nursing home
‘watchdog under contract with Georgia
Legal Services in north Georgia, said
that in 10 years she has received more
compl llmuubanHS—Pnunlhmlny
other company.

“Many complaints go to the lack of
staff to meet even the most basic needs
of the residents,” Wade said.

UHS-Praitt officikls declined to be
mmervwwsd for l.hu :le But in a

‘written
from 'ﬂu Aumu Jmlrnl]-C itution,
they defended their record and said the

mduhm-h-mhdnypmb»

'Iheuhm'ly'l'mldl\lmlﬁh
Mlityovermlmpmy we thought
would harm our veterans,” said Law-.
rence Bmckwnylr assistant commis- ¢
sioner for Deplmnemn’Vetel'ln.l
Services, who reviewed all the stal
regulatory findings on UHS-Pruitt.
mdon‘meﬂ-mhemumdledenl W
regulations, we won't renew their

But Brockway and other state offi-- -
cials concede that their hands were tied*
because only UHS-Pruitt submitted a
bid. They blame the lack of interest on'

“The bld publicity . .. caused that,” '
Miller sai

“The pr pnvlunﬂan initiative was hot.

opposed by legislators in Mlllad] v
vi!l-, and the state employees union'-*
filed a lawsuit against the initiative th
was later dismissed.

In contrast, Miller noted that nuw
companies vied to manage the state’s
resort at Lake Lanier Islands. b

Experts said they were surprised.
the state attracted only one bidder. |
Nursing home companies have been in !

a furious “expansion mode,” according
to Emory University economist Peter
Aranson. I

you do something like this and
gt a small mumber of bids, you've |
screwed up,” Aranson said.

like to have more companies to choose’,
from in awarding the contract, which
begins July 1, bmmdhwumllunod
deal for taxpayers. .
‘The state expects to save §9 mll]ion
ayear, or $45 million over the five-year
wnlnm on the 450-bed facility for.-
rgia war veterans. Central sme \
Hnlplll.l runs the facility at a direct.,-
cost of $18 million, paid by the state De-, -
partment of Veterans Affairs, and '
claims additional expenses of more ;
than ss mmmn a year for overhead
from DI
leh ol the cost savings in the ,
'UHS-Pruitt contract will come throygh -

‘hire no more than 30 percent of the 425 °
workers who pmently staff lh{e hnme \

That has residents such o5 Charles
Allen worried. I don't think it going ',

improve care. 1
Company  spokesperson _Louise

improve-
‘ment department” and conducted more
training in all of their facilities. The
company said it has reduced the num-
berofpuﬁcnupminmnu 1055
percent, compared wl!.h the nationwide

average of 21 percer
Linder sid the pmblemx in Athens
were “quickly corrected” and noted the

said Allen, a World War
11 vetes

Undzr the UHS-Pruitt spok
son, said the company is charging
state $12 per patient more than its avef .-
age at other nursing homes because'it. .
thinks it will have to match the state’s. - -
salary and benefits in order to knp
qualified staff.

Costs at other privately run V:l'ch
ans homes in the Southeast range from -
alow of $76 per patient day in Alabaina , -
0. high of 91 per day in Florida. _*
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